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Virginia Lynch has updated her first
book (Forensic Nursing), which was
published in 2006 as the first major
forensic nursing text. She has added
new chapters to this recent edition, as
well as updating chapters from the orig-
inal text.

Three Canadians have contributed mate-
rial to the book, as well. Arlene Kent
Wilkinson, Associate Professor at
University of Saskatchewan, wrote the
chapter on forensic nursing education,
Kent Stewart, Chief Coroner, Ministry of
Justice, Province of Saskatchewan, wrote
the chapter on asphyxia, and Sheila
Early, Coordinator Forensic Health
Sciences, British Columbia Institute of
Technology, contributed Appendix C on
procedures for sexual assault examina-
tion for male victims.

There are several chapters that directly
affect the clinical practice of emergency
nurses and other nurses in an acute care
settings.

Forensic investigations in the hospital
examines the role forensic nursing plays
in the management of quality and risk
assessments within a facility, details the
need for vigilance for criminal activity
internally such as drug diversion (drugs
being misused or not provided to a
patient, but diverted to others) and high-
lights the need for all nurses to be suspi-
cious of unexpected patient deaths.

Evidence recovery in the emergency
department provides a list of 24 differ-
ent patient categories that are forensic in

nature. These include the obvious: the
sexually assaulted patient, the abused
elder and the abused child, but also
include occupational injuries, trans-
portation injuries, abuse of the disabled,
sharp force injuries, product liability,
organ and tissue donation, firearms
injuries, gang violence and all burns
over 5% of body surface to list a few.
There are detailed forensic evidence col-
lection guidelines for the emergency
department including a chain of custody
document.

Blunt, sharp and firearm injuries is a
must-read for emergency nurses, defin-
ing the difference between the different
forms of blunt and sharp trauma with
documentation tips for charting find-
ings in a clear, concise and complete
manner.

Child maltreatment and elder mal-
treatment chapters detail the indicators
that nursing can use to identify possible
victims of maltreatment.

Relationship crimes, sexual violence:
Victims and offenders and sequelae of
sexual violence chapters address the
common issues of sexual violence and
crimes.

Global expansion and future perspec-
tives discusses the current status of
forensic nursing in a variety of countries
including Canada. It also describes the
potential for forensic nurses to change
the health care response to violence,
crime and trauma.

Other topics of interest to the emergency
nurse include: asphyxia, electrical, ther-
mal and inhalation injuries, suicidal
behaviour and risk assessment, sudden
death during restraint: excited delirium
syndrome and human trafficking.

Emergency nurses who care for patients
seeking care following an incident of

crime, violence or trauma (or often all
three) will find this text extremely useful
as a reference guide. Forensic nurses will
find the text an updated and expanded
version of the first edition.
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